
PROJECT NEWSLETTER

According to the United Nat ions Environment Programme’s 2018 report
t i t led ‘Single-Use Plastics’:  A Roadmap for Sustainabil i ty’ ,  s ingle
use plast ics (SUPs) include plast ic i tems intended to be used only once
before they are thrown away or recycled and are commonly used for
plast ic packaging, such as grocery bags, bott les,  and food containers.  

Whi le plast ic products have become ubiqui tous and are benef ic ia l  in
many aspects of  l i fe,  when they are inappropr iately disposed, they can
have negat ive impacts on the environment and human heal th.

In Sur iname, less than 10% of al l  p last ic waste is recycled resul t ing in
most plast ic waste being landf i l led,  burned, or dumped into the
environment,  including in r ivers contr ibut ing to marine pol lut ion.  As
recycl ing opt ions are l imi ted and managing plast ic waste remains a
chal lenge in Sur iname, al ternat ive solut ions to deal  wi th plast ic at  the
source need to be sought.  For th is reason, the Basel  Convent ion
Regional  Centre for  Training and Technology Transfer for  the Car ibbean
(BCRC-Caribbean) in col laborat ion wi th the Sur iname Waste
Management Foundat ion (SUWAMA) is undertaking a year- long project
t i t led ‘Replacing single use plast ic commodit ies in the economy of
Sur iname’.  

Replacing single use plastic commodities in 
the economy of Suriname
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PROJECT INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

Small Grants Programme on Plastic Waste Pilot Project
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This project  is  part  of  the Basel  and
Stockholm Convent ions’  Regional
Centre Smal l  Grants Programme on
Plast ic Waste that  aims to improve
the management of  p last ic waste in 

PROJECT ACTIVITIES

The project  object ives wi l l  be accompl ished through the
fol lowing six (6) act iv i t ies:  

partner countr ies and contr ibute to the prevent ion and
signi f icant reduct ion of  marine pol lut ion.

Activity 1 -  Stakeholder consultation workshops 
To gather informat ion on how SUPs can be replaced

across the ent i re supply chain.  

Activity 2 -  Establish a baseline inventory of SUPs in
Suriname 

This wi l l  be done pr imari ly using the Consumption Li fespan
Methodology from the ‘Draf t  pract ical  guidance on the

development of  an inventory of  p last ic waste’ .  The inventory
toolk i t  developed under the BRS-Norad-1 Project ,  which

uses a Mater ia l  Flow Analysis approach wi l l  a lso be used.

Activity 3 -  Run a pi lot project to replace SUP bags with
bags made from newspaper and reusable cloth bags at

stores in Paramaribo 
For th is act iv i ty,  SUWAMA wi l l  t ra in women from di f ferent

local  women's organisat ions to produce the al ternat ive bags.  

Page 2



PROJECT ACTIVITIES

Activity 4 -  Create three (3) zero-plastic high schools 
At each selected high school ,  th is act iv i ty wi l l  involve

complet ing a waste audi t ,  developing a zero-plast ic plan,
and then implement ing and monitor ing the plan.  

Activity 5 -  Prepare recommendations report and
implementation plan 

Using the f indings of  Act iv i t ies 1-4,  recommendat ions on
how SUPs can be replaced wi l l  be developed along with an
implementat ion plan sett ing out how the recommendat ions

can be implemented throughout Sur iname. 

Activity 6 -  Present proposed recommendations and
implementation plan to decisionmakers  

The recommendat ions report  and implementat ion plan wi l l  be
presented to the Government of  Sur iname and other

stakeholders.   

PROJECT TEAM AND ROLES

Funding 
Agency:

Implementing 
Agency:

Executing 
Agency: 

National Executing 
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PROJECT TEAM AND ROLES

SUMMARY OF WORK DONE

BCRC-Caribbean -  Execut ing Agency providing
technical  and f inancial  management and guidance to the
project . ​ 

SUWAMA - National  Execut ing Partner providing on the
ground support  for  the execut ion of  the project
act iv i t ies.   

Ministry of Spatial  Planning and Environment
(Directorate Environment)  -  Project  Nat ional  Focal
Point  providing nat ional  oversight and guidance for the
project .   

From July to September 2021, the fol lowing was undertaken:

Stakeholder part ic ipat ion is crucial
for  the success of  the project ,  as
such, a l is t  of  stakeholders was
developed. In the ear ly stages of  the
project ,  these stakeholders wi l l  be
invi ted to the Project  Incept ion
Workshop, stakeholder consul tat ions
under Act iv i ty 1 and approached to
col lect  data needed for the basel ine
inventory under Act iv i ty 2.  
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SUMMARY OF WORK DONE

Project Inception Workshop

The Project  Incept ion Workshop was held on 27 July and
served as an opportuni ty to introduce the project  to
stakeholders,  explain their  importance to the project ’s success
and to k ick-of f  the project .  

A total  of  51 part ic ipants at tended the Incept ion Workshop
with 44 part ic ipants jo in ing f rom Suriname.

Snapshots of  part ic ipants at  the Project  Incept ion Workshop

Activity 1 -  Stakeholder Consultation Workshops



SUWAMA began the planning and organisat ion of  ten (10)
stakeholder consul tat ion workshops, which are scheduled from
September 2021 to January 2022. The workshops involve
gather ing prel iminary informat ion from di f ferent stakeholder
groups on how SUP can be replaced. A workshop concept note,
providing background to the workshops, was developed along
with onl ine quest ionnaires to be used to gather data f rom
stakeholders unable to at tend the workshops.
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SUMMARY OF WORK DONE
Activity 1 -  Stakeholder Consultation Workshops



In September,  two (2) stakeholder consul tat ion workshops
were held wi th stakeholders f rom local  Government ministr ies
and local  and internat ional  environmental  organisat ions and
Non-Governmental  Organisat ions.  Summary reports wi th the
main f indings, conclusions, and the proposed
recommendat ions from each workshop wi l l  be developed and
shared with stakeholders.

Activity 2 -  Baseline Inventory



In August,  SUWAMA and the BCRC-Caribbean meet wi th
col leagues from the Secretar iat  of  the Basel ,  Rotterdam and
Stockholm Convent ions (BRS Secretar iat)  to discuss
di f ferent plast ic waste inventor ies.  Af ter the meet ing,
SUWAMA decided to complete th is act iv i ty,  pr imari ly using
the Consumption Li fespan Methodology from the ‘Draf t
pract ical  guidance on the development of  an inventory of
plast ic waste’ .  The inventory toolk i t  developed under the
BRS-Norad-1 Project  that  uses a Mater ia l  Flow Analysis
approach wi l l  a lso be used.

 Part ic ipants at  a Stakeholder Consul tat ion Workshop
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Activity 2 -  Baseline Inventory

To col lect  data for  the inventory,  SUWAMA contacted
stakeholders f rom Customs, the Ministry of  Economic
Affairs,  the Stat ist ical  Bureau, and the Chamber of
Commerce. Importers and local  manufacturers were also
contacted.

In September,  SUWAMA and the BCRC-Caribbean at tended
a webinar t i t led,  Guidance on Plast ic Waste Inventory
Toolk i t ,  hosted by the BRS Secretar iat .  In that  webinar,
fur ther detai ls on the Consumption Li fespan and Mater ia l
Flow Analysis approaches were provided. 

SUMMARY OF WORK DONE

SUWAMA met wi th the Ministry of  Economic Affairs to
gather data and discuss how they can col laborate.  Data
col lect ion for the inventory also cont inued.
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SUMMARY OF WORK DONE

Activity 3 -  Pi lot Project to replace SUP Bags

This act iv i ty involves 30 women being trained and equipped
to produce newspaper bags and reusable c loth bags to
replace SUP bags. The al ternat ive bags wi l l  then be sold to
stores in Paramaribo and the income from the sales of  the
bags wi l l  be used to sustain future bag product ion and
provide the women with a smal l  income. 

In August,  SUWAMA reached out to eight (8) women’s
organisat ions to begin gather ing women to part ic ipate in th is
act iv i ty and developed the training programme with the hired
trainer.  Procurement of  the i tems needed for the t raining also
began. By September,  26 women registered to part ic ipate in
the training. 

To promote the newspaper and reusable c loth bags, a
promot ional  v ideo wi l l  be developed. SUWAMA and the
BCRC-Caribbean developed and advert ised a Terms of
Reference for a qual i f ied service provider based in Sur iname
to assist  in the product ion of  the promot ional  v ideo.

Sample
newspaper and
reusable c loth

bags
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Activity 1 -  Host ing of  the remaining eight (8)
stakeholder consul tat ion workshops and shar ing of  the
summary reports.  

Activity 2 -  Col lect ion of  the raw data needed for the
inventory wi l l  cont inue and the development of  a draf t
inventory using the inventory toolk i t  created for the
Consumption Li fespan Methodology.

Activity 3 -  The registered women wi l l  be equipped and
trained to produce the newspaper and reusable c loth
bags. After the t ra ining, SUWAMA aims to produce
1,800 al ternat ive bags, which wi l l  be sold to stores.

A service provider wi l l  be hired to develop the
promot ional  v ideo, which wi l l  be used to promote the
sale of  the bags. Flyers and brochures wi l l  a lso be
created to promote the bags.
 
Activity 4 -  Once schools re-open, SUWAMA wi l l  in i t iate
this act iv i ty at  three (3) pre-selected high schools wi th
the complet ion of  a waste audi t .

THANK YOU

From October to December 2021, the fo l lowing are scheduled: 

NEXT STEPS

The BCRC-Caribbean and SUWAMA extend our appreciation for your
support to the project thus far. Your participation and input are
invaluable and will ensure the project’s success.
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